THE THREE SUNS
The solar orb, like the nature of man, was divided by the ancient sages into three separate
bodies. According to the mystics, there are three suns in each solar system, analogous to
the three centers of life in each individual constitution. These are called three lights: the
spiritual sun, the intellectual or soular sun, and the material sun (now symbolized in
Freemasonry by three candles). The spiritual sun manifests the power of God the Father;
the soular sun radiates the life of God the Son; and the material sun is the vehicle of
manifestation for God the Holy Spirit. Man's nature was divided by the mystics into three
distinct parts: spirit, soul, and body. His physical body was unfolded and vitalized by the
material sun; his spiritual nature was illuminated by the spiritual sun; and his intellectual
nature was redeemed by the true light of grace--the soular sun. The alignment of these
three globes in the heavens was one explanation offered for the peculiar fact that the
orbits of the planets are not circular but elliptical.
The pagan priests always considered the solar system as a Grand Man, and drew their
analogy of these three centers of activity from the three main centers of life in the human body:
the brain, the heart, and the generative system. The Transfiguration of Jesus
describes three tabernacles, the largest being in the center (the heart), and a smaller one
on either side (the brain and the generative system). It is possible that the philosophical
hypothesis of the existence of the three suns is based upon a peculiar natural phenomenon
which has occurred many times in history. In the fifty- first year after Christ three suns
were seen at once in the sky and also in the sixty-sixth year. In the sixty-ninth year, two
suns were seen together. According to William Lilly, between the years 1156 and 1648
twenty similar occurrences were recorded.
Recognizing the sun as the supreme benefactor of the material world, Hermetists believed
that there was a spiritual sun which ministered to the needs of the invisible and divine
part of Nature--human and universal. Anent this subject, the great Paracelsus wrote:
"There is an earthly sun, which is the cause of all heat, and all who are able to see may
see the sun; and those who are blind and cannot see him may feel his heat. There is an
Eternal Sun, which is the source of all wisdom, and those whose spiritual senses have awakened
to life will see that sun and be conscious of His existence; but those who have not attained
spiritual consciousness may yet feel His power by an inner faculty which is called Intuition."
Certain Rosicrucian scholars have given special appellations to these three phases of the
sun: the spiritual sun they called Vulcan; the soular and intellectual sun, Christ and
Lucifer respectively; and the material sun, the Jewish Demiurgus Jehovah. Lucifer here
represents the intellectual mind without the illumination of the spiritual mind; therefore it
is "the false light. " The false light is finally overcome and redeemed by the true light of
the soul, called the Second Logos or Christ. The secret processes by which the Luciferian
intellect is transmuted into the Christly intellect constitute one of the great secrets of
alchemy, and are symbolized by the process of transmuting base metals into gold.
In the rare treatise The Secret Symbols of The Rosicrucians, Franz Hartmann defines the
sun alchemically as: "The symbol of Wisdom. The Centre of Power or Heart of things.
The Sun is a centre of energy and a storehouse of power. Each living being contains
within itself a centre of life, which may grow to be a Sun. In the heart of the regenerated,
the divine power, stimulated by the Light of the Logos, grows into a Sun which
illuminates his mind."

In a note, the same author amplifies his description by adding:
"The terrestrial sun is the image or reflection of the invisible celestial sun; the former is
in the realm of Spirit what the latter is in the realm of Matter; but the latter receives its
power from the former."
In the majority of cases, the religions of antiquity agree that the material visible sun was a
reflector rather than a source of power. The sun was sometimes represented as a shield
carried on the arm of the Sun God, as for example, Frey, the Scandinavian Solar Deity.
This sun reflected the light of the invisible spiritual sun, which was the true source of
life, light, and truth. The physical nature of the universe is receptive; it is a realm of
effects. The invisible causes of these effects belong to the spiritual world. Hence, the
spiritual world is the sphere of causation; the material world is the sphere of effects;
while the intellectual--or soul--world is the sphere of mediation. Thus Christ, the
personified higher intellect and soul nature, is called "the Mediator" who, by virtue of His
position and power, says: "No man cometh to the Father, but by me."
What the sun is to the solar system, the spirit is to the bodies of man; for his natures,
organs, and functions are as planets surrounding the central life (or sun) and living upon
its emanations. The solar power in man is divided into three parts, which are termed the
threefold human spirit of man. All three of these spiritual natures are said to be radiant
and transcendent; united, they form the Divinity in man. Man's threefold lower nature-consisting of his physical organism, his emotional nature, and his mental faculties-reflects the light of his threefold Divinity and bears witness of It in the physical world.
Man's three bodies are symbolized by an upright triangle; his threefold spiritual nature by
an inverted triangle. These two triangles, when united in the form of a six-pointed star,
were called by the Jews "the Star of David," "the Signet of Solomon," and are more
commonly known today as "the Star of Zion." These triangles symbolize the spiritual and
material universes linked together in the constitution of the human creature, who partakes of
both Nature and Divinity. Man's animal nature partakes of the earth; his divine nature of the
heavens; his human nature of the mediator.

THE CELESTIAL INHABITANTS OF THE SUN
The Rosicrucians and the Illuminati, describing the angels, archangels, and other celestial
creatures, declared that they resembled small suns, being centers of radiant energy
surrounded by streamers of Vrilic force. From these outpouring streamers of force is
derived the popular belief that angels have wings. These wings are corona-like fans of light, by
means of which the celestial creatures propel themselves through the subtle
essences of the superphysical worlds.
True mystics are unanimous in their denial of the theory that the angels and archangels
are human in form, as so often pictured. A human figure would be utterly useless in the
ethereal substances through which they manifest. Science has long debated the
probability of the other planers being inhabited. Objections to the idea are based upon the
argument that creatures with human organisms could nor possibly exist in the
environments of Mars, Jupiter, Uranus, and Neptune. This argument fails to take into
account Nature's universal law of adjustment to environment. The ancients asserted that
life originated from the sun, and that everything when bathed in the light of the solar orb
was capable of absorbing the solar life elements and later radiating them as flora and
fauna.

One philosophical concept regarded the sun as a parent and the planers as embryos still
connected to the solar body by means of ethereal umbilical cords which served as channels to
convey life and nourishment to the planets.
Some secret orders have taught that the sun was inhabited by a race of creatures with
bodies composed of a radiant, spiritual ether not unlike in its constituency the actual
glowing ball of the sun itself. The solar heat had no harmful effect upon them, because
their organisms were sufficiently refined and sensitized to harmonize with the sun's
tremendous vibratory rate. These creatures resemble miniature suns, being a little larger
than a dinner plate in size, although some of the more powerful are considerably larger.
Their color is the golden white light of the sun, and from them emanate four streamers of
Vril. These streamers are often of great length and are in constant motion. A peculiar
palpitation is to be noted throughout the structure of the globe and is communicated in
the form of ripples to the emanating streamers. The greatest and most luminous of these
spheres is the Archangel Michael; and the entire order of solar life, which resemble him
and dwell upon the sun, are called by modern Christians "the archangels" or "the spirits
of the light.

THE SUN IN ALCHEMICAL SYMBOLOGY
Gold is the metal of the sun and has been considered by many as crystallized sunlight.
When gold is mentioned in alchemical tracts, it may be either the metal itself or the
celestial orb which is the source, or spirit, of gold. Sulphur because of its fiery nature was also
associated with the sun.
As gold was the symbol of spirit and the base metals represented man's lower nature,
certain alchemists were called "miners" and were pictured with picks and shovels digging into
the earth in search of the precious metal--those finer traits of character buried in the earthiness of
materiality and ignorance. The diamond concealed in the heart of the black carbon illustrated the
same principle. The Illuminati used a pearl hidden in the shell of an oyster at the bottom of the
sea to signify spiritual powers. Thus the seeker after truth
became a pearl-fisher: he descended into the sea of material illusion in search of
understanding, termed by the initiates "the Pearl of Great Price."
When the alchemists stated that every animate and inanimate thing in the universe
contained the seeds of gold, they meant that even the grains of sand possessed a spiritual
nature, for gold was the spirit of all things. Concerning these seeds of spiritual gold the
following Rosicrucian axiom is significant: "A seed is useless and impotent unless it is
put in its appropriate matrix." Franz Hartmann comments on this axiom with these
illuminating words: "A soul cannot develop and progress without an appropriate body, because
it is the physical body that furnishes the material for its development." (See In the Pronaos of
the Temple of Wisdom.)
The purpose of alchemy was not to make something out of nothing but rather to fertilize and
nurture the seed which was already present. Its processes did nor actually create gold but
rather made the ever-present seed of gold grow and flourish. Everything which exists has a
spirit--the seed of Divinity within itself--and regeneration is not the process of
attempting to place something where it previously had not existed. Regeneration actually
means the unfoldment of the omnipresent Divinity in man, that this Divinity may shine forth
as a sun and illumine all with whom it comes in contact.

THE MIDNIGHT SUN
Apuleius said when describing his initiation (vide ante): "At midnight I saw the sun
shining with a splendid light." The midnight sun was also part of the mystery of alchemy.
It symbolized the spirit in man shining through the darkness of his human organisms. It
also referred to the spiritual sun in the solar system, which the mystic could see as well at
midnight as at high noon, the material earth bring powerless to obstruct the rays of this
Divine orb. The mysterious lights which illuminated the temples of the Egyptian
Mysteries during the nocturnal hours were said by some to he reflections of the spiritual
sun gathered by the magical powers of the priests. The weird light seen ten miles below
the surface of the earth by I-AM-THE-MAN in that remarkable Masonic allegory
Etidorhpa (Aphrodite spelt backward) may well refer to the mysterious midnight sun of
the ancient rites.
Primitive conceptions concerning the warfare between the principles of Good and Evil
were often based upon the alternations of day and night. During the Middle Ages, the
practices of black magic were confined to the nocturnal hours; and those who served the
Spirit of Evil were called black magicians, while those who served the Spirit of Good
were called white magicians. Black and white were associated respectively with night
and day, and the endless conflict of light and shadow is alluded to many times in the
mythologies of various peoples.
The Egyptian Demon, Typhon, was symbolized as part crocodile and part: hog because
these animals are gross and earthy in both appearance and temperament. Since the world
began, living things have feared the darkness; those few creatures who use it as a shield
for their maneuvers were usually connected with the Spirit of Evil. Consequently cats,
bats, toads, and owls are associated with witchcraft. In certain parts of Europe it is still
believed that at night black magicians assume the bodies of wolves and roam around
destroying. From this notion originated the stories of the werewolves. Serpents, because they
lived in the earth, were associated with the Spirit of Darkness. As the battle between Good and
Evil centers around the use of the generative forces of Nature, winged serpents represent the
regeneration of the animal nature of man or those Great Ones in whom this regeneration is
complete. Among the Egyptians the sun's rays are often shown ending in human hands.
Masons will find a connection between these hands and the well-known Paw of the Lion which
raises all things to life with its grip.

SOLAR COLORS
The theory so long held of three primary and four secondary colors is purely exoteric, for
since the earliest periods it has been known that there are seven, and not three, primary
colors, the human eye being capable of estimating only three of them. Thus, although
green can be made by combining blue and yellow, there is also a true or primary green
which is not a compound. This can he proved by breaking up the spectrum with a prism.
Helmholtz found that the so-called secondary colors of the spectrum could not be broken
up into their supposed primary colors. Thus the orange of the spectrum, if passed through
a second prism, does not break up into red and yellow but remains orange.

Consciousness, intelligence, and force are fittingly symbolized by the colors blue, yellow,
and red. The therapeutic effects of the colors, moreover, are in harmony with this concept, for
blue is a fine, soothing, electrical color; yellow, a vitalizing and refining
color; and red, an agitating and heat-giving color. It has also been demonstrated that
minerals and plants affect the human constitution according to their colors. Thus a yellow
flower generally yields a medicine that affects the constitution in a manner similar to
yellow light or the musical tone mi. An orange flower will influence in a manner similar
to orange light and, being one of the so-called secondary colors, corresponds either to the
tone re or to the chord of do and mi.
The ancients conceived the spirit of man to correspond with the color blue, the mind with
yellow, and the body with red. Heaven is therefore blue, earth yellow, and hell--or the
underworld--red. The fiery condition of the inferno merely symbolizes the nature of the sphere
or plane of force of which it is composed. In the Greek Mysteries the irrational
sphere was always considered as red, for it represented that condition in which the
consciousness is enslaved by the lusts and passions of the lower nature. In India certain of the
gods--usually attributes of Vishnu--are depicted with blue skin to signify their divine and
supermundane constitution. According to esoteric philosophy, blue is the true and
sacred color of the sun. The apparent orange-yellow shade of this orb is the result of its rays
being immersed in the substances of the illusionary world.
In the original symbolism of the Christian Church, colors were of first importance and
their use was regulated according to carefully prepared rules. Since the Middle Ages,
however, the carelessness with which colors have been employed has resulted in the loss of
their deeper emblematic meanings. In its primary aspect, white or silver signified life, purity,
innocence, joy, and light; red, the suffering and death of Christ and His saints, and also divine
love, blood, and warfare or suffering; blue, the heavenly sphere and the states of godliness and
contemplation; yellow or gold, glory, fruitfulness, and goodness; green, fecundity,
youthfulness, and prosperity; violet, humility, deep affection, and sorrow;
black, death, destruction, and humiliation. In early church art the colors of robes and
ornaments also revealed whether a saint had been martyred, as well as the character of the work
that he had done to deserve canonization.
In addition to the colors of the spectrum there are a vast number of vibratory color waves,
some too low and others too high to be registered by the human optical apparatus. It is
appalling to contemplate man's colossal ignorance concerning these vistas of abstract space.
As in the past man explored unknown continents, so in the future, armed with curious
implements fashioned for the purpose, he will explore these little known fastnesses of light,
color, sound, and consciousness.

